COUNCIL OF EUROPE
COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS

Resolution ResCMN(2003)6
on the implementation of the Framework Convention 

for the Protection of National Minorities by Norway
(Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 8 April 2003
at the 835th meeting of the Ministers' Deputies)

The Committee of Ministers, under the terms of Articles 24 to 26 of the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (hereinafter referred to as “the Framework Convention”), and sitting in the presence of a non-member state party;

Having regard to Resolution (97) 10 of 17 September 1997 setting out rules adopted by the Committee of Ministers on the monitoring arrangements under Articles 24 to 26 of the Framework Convention, in particular rule 39
 of Resolution (97) 10;

Having regard to the voting rule adopted in the context of adopting Resolution (97) 10;

Having regard to the instrument of ratification submitted by Norway on 17 March 1999;

Recalling that the Government of Norway transmitted its state report in respect of the first monitoring cycle under the Framework Convention on 2 March 2001;

Whereas the Advisory Committee accepted the invitation of the Government of Norway to send a delegation to gather further information in Norway, this visit taking place from 22 to 26 April 2002;

Whereas the Advisory Committee’s opinion on the implementation of the Framework Convention by Norway was adopted on 12 September 2002 and then transmitted to the Permanent Representative of Norway and communicated to the permanent representatives of all member states and to the representative of a non-member state Party as document CM(2002)153 and subsequently made public by the Norwegian Government;

Whereas the Government of Norway submitted its written comments on the opinion of the Advisory Committee within the time-limit of four months following the communication of the said opinion, these written comments having been communicated to the delegations of all member states and a non-member state party as an addendum to document CM(2002)153, dated 14 February 2003;

Having examined the Advisory Committee’s opinion and the written comments of the Government of Norway;

Having also taken note of comments by other governments,

1. Adopts the following conclusions concerning the implementation of the Framework Convention by Norway:

–
Norway has significantly increased the attention paid to the protection of national minorities. It has made particularly valuable efforts in respect of the Sami, including by strengthening the role of the Sami Parliament and by improving the status of their language in such fields as media and education;  

–
there remains, however, scope for improvement in both legislation and practice concerning national minorities. In this respect Norway’s recent efforts to address shortcomings in the legislation and practice pertaining, inter alia, to ethnic discrimination as well as to personal names, are to be welcomed and should be pursued further. Furthermore, the ongoing work aimed at improving the legal situation concerning land rights in the areas inhabited traditionally by the Sami is of central relevance to the protection of the culture and identity of the Sami; 
–
Norway has improved the protection afforded to the Kvens in recent years. This pertains, in particular, to the field of education, although the lack of teachers and other problems still need to be addressed. Despite some commendable efforts, the position of the Kvens is not yet satisfactory in the field of electronic and print media, and there is also a need to promote further their language rights, for example, in relation to place names;

–
despite some commendable efforts, the implementation of the Framework Convention has not been fully successful as concerns Roma and Romanies, who continue to face discrimination. The traditions and cultures of these minorities are not consistently taken into account in the relevant norms and administrative practices, causing certain obstacles, for example, in guaranteeing their equal access to education and ensuring their effective participation in employment;

–
the implementation of the recent decision of Norway to set up a new consultative structure for national minorities is important in terms of improving the participation of  persons belonging to national minorities in decision-making affecting them;

2. Recommends that Norway take appropriate account of the conclusions set out in section 1 above, together with the various comments in the Advisory Committee’s opinion;

3.
Invites the Government of Norway, in accordance with Resolution (97) 10:
a.
to continue the dialogue in progress with the Advisory Committee;
b.
to keep the Advisory Committee regularly informed of the measures it has taken in response to the conclusions and recommendations set out in section 1 and 2 above.
� Serbia and Montenegro.


� According to Rule 39 of Resolution (97) 10, “the Committee of Ministers shall invite a representative from each non-member party to attend the meetings of the Committee of Ministers whenever it exercises its functions under the Framework Convention, without the right to participate in the adoption of decisions”.


� In the context of adopting Resolution (97) 10 on 17 September 1997, the Committee of Ministers also adopted the following rule: “Decisions pursuant to Articles 24.1 and 25.2 of the Framework Convention shall be considered to be adopted if two-thirds of the representatives of the contracting parties casting a vote, including a majority of the representatives of the contracting parties entitled to sit on the Committee of Ministers, vote in favour”.





