General information about Estonia


Legal name: 
conventional long form    Republic of Estonia 

conventional short form   Estonia 

local long form                   Eesti Vabariik 

local short form                  Eesti 

Area: 

45 227 sq km. 

Asend: 
Tallinn (population 408,329, 01.01.2000). 

Location: 
Estonia lies on the eastern shores of the Baltic Sea. Estonia is situated on the level north-western part of the East European platform, on which there are only slight variations in elevation. The elevation in south-eastern and eastern Estonia is higher than in western Estonia. The highest point (Suur Munamägi) is 318 m above sea level. Estonia has over 1,500 islands and more than 1,400 lakes. 

Population: 
1,370,500 (by preliminary Census data, on 31 March 2000). 

Ethnic divisions: 
Estonian 65,3%, Russian 28,1%, Ukrainian 2,5%, Belarussian 1,5%, Finnish 0,9%, other 1,7% (01.01.2000) 

Religious denominations: 

Lutheran, Orthodox, Baptist, and others. 

Languages: 

Estonian (official), Russian, and others. 

State independence regained: 
August 20, 1991. 

Independence Day: 
February 24. 

Constitution, adopted by referendum: 
June 28, 1992. 

State system: 
The Constitution established the principles of the rule of law. It recognises the principle of separate and balanced powers, the independence of the courts, and guarantees of fundamental human rights and liberties according to universally recognised principles and norms. Estonia is a democratic parliamentary republic wherein the supreme power is vested in the people. The people exercise the supreme power, through citizens who have the right to vote by electing the Riigikogu – State Assembly (parliament) and by participating in referendums. The Riigikogu is comprised of one hundred and one members. Executive power rests with the Government. The head of State of Estonia is the President of the Republic. 

Administrative divisions: 
Estonia is divided into 15 counties, 205 rural municipalities, and 42 towns. 

Currency: 

National currency is the Estonian kroon (1 kroon = 100 sent). The kroon was issued on June 20, 1992 and is pegged to the German mark at the rate 1 DEM = 8 EEK. 

Member of United Nations: 

September 17, 1991. 

Member of the Council of Europe: 
May, 1993. 

