	25 June 2002, Vilnius
CENSUS RESULTS:
As of 6 April 2001 the population of the Republic of Lithuania totalled 3 483 972 usual resident population, of which 2 332 098 in urban areas and 1 151 874 in rural areas. Specific weight of Lithuanians made up 83.5 per cent; Roman Catholics accounted for 79 per cent of Lithuania’s population
Statistics Lithuania finished processing the 2001 Total Population and Housing Census data, on which basis the database was formed enabling to release final census results.
The number and composition of urban and rural population based on the data of the last Population censuses are presented in Table 1.
Table 1
Changes in the Number of Population and its Distribution
  Census year
Number of population
Population, %
Population density per sq. km
total
urban
rural
urban
rural
1989
3 674 802
2 486 832
1 187 970
67.7
32.3
56.6
2001
3 483 972
2 332 098
1 151 874
66.9
33.1
53.4
The number of population between the Population census conducted in 1989 and that in 2001 contracted by 190.8 thous.: the natural increase from 1989 till 6 April 2001 totalled 33.7 thous. (births accounted for 546.1 thous., deaths made up 512.4 thous.), negative net migration equalled 224.5 thous.
The number of Lithuania’s population in 1966 exceeded three millions and continued to grow till 1992. Later, due to migration and natural decrease, the number of population started contracting. The number of population as compared with 1989 declined by 5 per cent.
The specific weight of Lithuania’s urban and rural population equalled the level of 1970. The bulk of urban population (68.5 per cent) was observed in 1991. Urban population has displayed a down-warding trend since 1992; while the number rural population has been rising. Comparing the data of the latest Population census with those of 1989 one can see the number of the population falling by 155 thous. and the number of rural population declining by 36 thous. The changes were influenced by the shifted migration directions. The main migration direction “from country to town” showed the different trend: the level of urban population emigrating to foreign countries augmented, while certain share of population moved for living to rural areas. However, the specific weight of urban and rural population remained stable.
Over the twelve years the number of population in all biggest cities decreased: the most notable fall was observed in the Kaunas town, the opposite situation was in the Panevezys town (Table 2). However, concentration of urban population in the biggest cities has not shown significant changes: according to the results of the latest censuses, 59 per cent of urban population fell per five biggest cities.
Table 2
The Number of Population in the Biggest Cities
  
2001
1989
Changes in the number of population against 1989, %
Vilnius
542 287
576 747
-6
Kaunas
378 943
418 087
-9
Klaipeda
192 954
202 929
-5
Siauliai
133 883
145 629
-8
Panevezys
119 749
126 483
-5
The appropriate trend of the population number decreasing was also observed in the capitals of neighbouring countries; however, there the number of population diminished at a more rapid pace. The number of Riga’s population in 2000 amounted to 764.3 thous. and that in Tallinn was 400.4 thous. The number of population in both cities was by 16 per cent less than in 1989; meanwhile, the number of Vilnius population contracted by 6 per cent.
Population density displayed moderate changes, i.e. reached 53.4 population per sq. km (in 1989 it was 56.6 sq. km). However, considerable variations in population density can be observed: from 87.1 inhabitants per sq. km in the Vilnius county to 25.8 in the Utena county.
Table 3
Changes in the Number of Population by Sex
Census year
Number of population
Specific weight in total number of population, %
total
males
Females
males
females
1989
3 674 802
1 738 953
1 935 849
47.3
52.7
2001
3 483 972
1 629 148
1 854 824
46.8
53.2
Population structure by sex showed the most distinct disbalance after the Second World War. Later women’s ratio against men slightly improved, while since 1993 it started worsening again. In 1989 the number of females per 1000 males equalled 1113, whereas that in 2001 totalled 1139.
Table 4
The Number of Population by County
County
Total population
% against total population
Total
3 483 972
100.0
   Vilnius
850 064
24.4
   Kaunas
701 529
20.1
   Klaipeda
385 768
11.1
   Siauliai
370 096
10.6
   Panevezys
299 990
8.6
   Marijampole
188 634
5.4
   Alytus
187 769
5.4
   Utena
185 962
5.3
   Telsiai
179 885
5.2
   Taurage
134 275
3.9
The number of population by county and municipality was also calculated and notable differences among counties were observed (Table 4). Near one quarter of Lithuanian population lived in the Vilnius county (the importance of the Vilnius city should be noted), one fifth of the population is concentrated in the Kaunas city (the influence on the number of population was exerted by the Kaunas city). The lowest number of population was indicated in Taurage, Telsiai, Utena, Alytus and Marijampole counties. The share of the population in the mentioned counties totalled from 3.9 to 5.4 per cent of the total number of population.
The number of population by districts also showed considerable differences. The biggest share of population fell per Vilnius district municipality (88 586 inhabitants), whereas population of Lazdijai, Skuodas, Kupiskis, Pakruojis, Ignalina, Moletai, Zarasai and Sirvintos districts was even less than 30 thous.
The males to females ratio by county displayed uneven character. The largest females’ ratio per 1000 males was in Vilnius, Kaunas and Panevezys counties (particularly in Kaunas, Vilnius and Panevezys cities females substantially outnumbered males); the lowest ratio was observed in Alytus, Marijampole, Telsiai and Utena counties.
Table 5
Population by County and Municipality
Territory
Total
Males
Females
Females per 1000 males
Total
3 483 972
1 629 148
1 854 824
1139
Alytus county
187 769
90 155
97 614
1083
Alytus town municipality
71 491
34 393
37 098
1079
Druskininkai municipality
25 440
11 716
13 724
1171
Alytus district municipality
32 572
15 996
16 576
1036
Lazdijai district municipality
27 129
13 103
14 026
1070
Varena district municipality
31 137
14 947
16 190
1083
Kaunas county
701 529
324 010
377 519
1165
Kaunas town municipality
378 943
171 050
207 893
1215
Birštonas municipality
5 439
2 510
2 929
1167
Jonava district municipality
52 289
24 624
27 665
1123
Kaisiadorys district municipality
37 649
18 598
19 051
1024
Kaunas district municipality
81 615
38 613
43 002
1114
Kedainiai district municipality
65 727
30 786
34 941
1135
Prienai district municipality
35 713
17 011
18 702
1099
Raseiniai district municipality
44 154
20 818
23 336
1121
Klaipeda county
385 768
181 762
204 006
1122
Klaipeda town municipality
192 954
89 521
103 433
1155
Palanga town municipality
17 623
8 080
9 543
1181
Neringa municipality
2 386
1 128
1 258
1115
Klaipeda district municipality
46 220
22 385
23 835
1065
Kretinga district municipality
45 688
21 700
23 988
1105
Skuodas district municipality
25 595
12 302
13 293
1081
Silute district municipality
55 302
26 646
28 656
1075
Marijampole county
188 634
89 959
98 675
1097
Marijampole municipality
70 823
33 785
37 038
1096
Kalvarija municipality
13 883
6 646
7 237
1089
Kazlu Ruda municipality
14 937
7 084
7 853
1109
Sakiai district municipality
38 749
18 484
20 265
1096
Vilkaviskis district municipality
50 242
23 960
26 282
1097
Panevezys county
299 990
139 758
160 232
1146
Panevezys town municipality
119 749
54 564
65 185
1195
Birzai district municipality
35 417
16 629
18 788
1130
Kupiskis district municipality
24 628
11 522
13 106
1137
Panevezys district municipality
42 855
20 550
22 305
1085
Pasvalys district municipality
34 920
16 581
18 339
1106
Rokiskis district municipality
42 421
19 912
22 509
1130
Siauliai county
370 096
173 436
196 660
1134
Siauliai town municipality
133 883
61 205
72 678
1187
Akmene district municipality
30 221
14 207
16 014
1127
Joniskis district municipality
31 922
14 982
16 940
1131
Kelme district municipality
40 844
19 597
21 247
1084
Pakruojis district municipality
29 458
14 034
15 424
1099
Radviliskis district municipality
52 148
24 812
27 336
1102
Siauliai district municipality
51 620
24 599
27 021
1098
Taurage county
134 275
63 882
70 393
1102
Jurbarkas district municipality
37 786
17 884
19902
1113
Pagegiai municipality
12 208
5 846
6 362
1088
Silale district municipality
31 570
15 333
16 237
1059
Taurage district municipality
52 711
24 819
27 892
1124
Telsiai county
179 885
85 275
94 610
1109
Mazeikiai district municipality
67 296
31 881
35 415
1111
Plunge district municipality
44 170
21 020
23 150
1101
Rietavas municipality
10 697
5 128
5 569
1086
Telsiai district municipality
57 722
27 246
30 476
1119
Utena county
185 962
87 827
98 135
1117
Visaginas town municipality
29 554
14 035
15 519
1106
Anyksciai district municipality
35 066
16 461
18 605
1130
Ignalina district municipality
23 018
10 911
12 107
1110
Moletai district municipality
25 387
12 225
13 162
1077
Utena district municipality
50 111
23 523
26 588
1130
Zarasai district municipality
22 826
10 672
12 154
1139
Vilnius county
850 064
393 084
456 980
1163
Vilnius town municipality
553 904
252 464
301 440
1194
Vilnius
542 287
247 097
295 190
1195
Elektrenai municipality
28 923
13 860
15 063
1087
Salcininkai district municipality
39 282
18 870
20 412
1082
Širvintos district municipality
20 207
9 545
10 662
1117
Svencionys district municipality
33 135
15 472
17 663
1142
Trakai district municipality
37 376
17 520
19 856
1133
Ukmerge district municipality
48 651
22 779
25 872
1136
Vilnius district municipality
88 586
42 574
46 012
1081
Recently conducted Population censuses provide opportunity to compare changes in the number of population in the Baltic States among the latest censuses (Table 6).
Table 6
The Number of Population in the Baltic States, in thous.
  
The latest census* results
1989 census results
Changes in the number of population against 1989, %
Estonia
1 370.1
1 565.7
-12
Latvia
2 377.4
2 666.6
-11
Lithuania
3 484.0
3 674.8
-5
* Estonia and Latvia in 2000, Lithuania in 2001.
Average age of Lithuanian population reached 37.0, of which males made up 34.6 years and females totalled 39.2 years (in 1989 it was 34.9, 32.7 and 37.0 years, respectively).
Distribution of the population by sex and age groups (every 5 years) is presented in annexes. An obvious decrease in the number of children under 10 years from 15.5 per cent in 1989 to 11.6 per cent in 2001 was observed. The share of teenagers and youth (10-29 years) also declined from 30.9 to 29.0 per cent, respectively. Another significant change was conveyed by the growth in the number of population over working-age from 18.9 per cent to 20.2 per cent. The share of working-age population showed slight growth due to changes the working-age boundaries. The population ageing process was emphasised by the increase in the number of population over 60 years from 15.7 per cent to 19.3 per cent. The share of the population within these three age groups demonstrated obvious variations by cities and districts.
Differences are obvious between urban and rural population by age. According to the current Census data, the share of children under 10 is almost equal whereas the share of teenagers and young persons aged 10-29 amounts to 30.0 per cent in urban areas and 27.2 per cent in rural areas. Even more visible changes were manifested for elderly population, i.e. 60 years and over persons in urban areas made up 17.2 per cent, while in rural areas 23.5 per cent.
Composition of the population by sex and age and its changes after the 1989 census is picturesquely illustrated by the age pyramid. Its peak reflects different mortality result of males and females: the number of females significantly exceeds the number of males. The indent at the bottom has formed due to the lower number of population aged 76–80 as a consequence of war and post-war period. The number of males is also lower in younger age groups. The influence of the post-war period is reflected by the cavity in the 48–52 age-group. These are children born during the exile period, when the first years of exile resulted in particularly high children mortality. Protuberances of the pyramid illustrate high fertility periods observed in 1958–1962 and 1985–1987. The last rise in fertility (1985–1987 m.) is reflected by the protuberance at the bottom of the pyramid. The bottom part of the pyramid picturesquely demonstrates the abrupt fall in fertility.
The Census recorded the nationality (ethnic origin) as indicated by the respondent. Parents indicated the nationality of their children. According to provisional data Lithuanians accounted for 83.5 per cent of the population, Poles made up 6.7 per cent, Russians 6.3 per cent, Byelorussians 1.2 per cent and the Ukrainians 0.7 per cent. Jews, Germans, Tatars, Latvians and Gipsies made up almost 0.1 per cent of the population each. Other nationalities made up 0.2 per cent, while 0.9 per cent of the population did not indicate their nationality. It should be noted that the 2001 census recorded the highest specific weight of Lithuanians throughout the history of Lithuania.
Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania make up 99 per cent of the population, citizens of the Russian Federation account for 0.4 per cent, citizens of other countries make up 0.2 per cent and those without citizenship 0.3 per cent, whereas 0.1 per cent of the population did not indicate their citizenship.
Following the 1923 Census no data on distribution of the population by religious confession were collected. Thus, the 2001 Census questionnaire contained the question about religious confessions in Lithuania. According to provisional data this distribution is presented in Table 1.
Table 7 Population by Religious Confession, which they attached themselves to*
Religious confessions
Specific weight of population by religious confessions in total number of population, %
Total
100.0
Roman Catholics
79.0
Orthodox Believers
4.1
Old Believers
0.8
Evangelic Lutherans
0.6
Evangelic Reformists
0.2
Moslems
0.1
Judaists
0.0
Greek Catholics
0.0
Karaites
0.0
Other
0.3
Not any
9.4
Not indicated
5.5
* Data are presented by religious confessions indicated in the Law on Religious confessions and associations of the Republic of Lithuania.
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