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The Situation of National Minorities in the Republic of Lithuania

National minorities constitute an important part of any society by enriching its culture with their distinctly original traditions and mode of life. That is why in search of our own traditions we turn to the multicultural heritage of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. One of the specific features of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania was the peaceful and creative co-existence of a great number of nationalities – Jews, Byelorussians, Ukrainians, Russians, Poles, etc. In present-day Lithuania national minorities also account for a considerable part of its population – 18.5 per cent or 689.9 thousand (under the census taken in 1989 the figures were 20.4 per cent and 745.9 thousand respectively). This percentage has not changed for a long time.
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Source: National Minorities in the Republic of Lithuania. Compiled by S. Vaitiekus. – Vilnius: The National Centre of Research on National Minorities, 1992, p.12.

At present, the largest ethnic groups are the following: Russians (in 1997, their total number stood at 304,8 thousand, which accounted for 8.2 per cent of the total population; in 1989, the numbers were, respectively, 344.5 thousand or 9.4 per cent), Poles (256.6 thousand, 6,9 per cent, in 1989, 257.9 thousand, 7 per cent, Byelorussians (54.5 thousand, 1.5 per cent, in 1989, 63169,

1.7 per cent, Ukrainians (36.9 thousand. 1.0 per cent, in 1989, 44.8 thousand, 1.2 per cent), Jews (5.2 thousand. 0.1 per cent, in 1989, 12.3 thousand, 0.3 per cent), other nationalities (24,9 thousand, 0.7 per cent.

The greatest number of non-Lithuanians live in Eastern and south-eastern parts of Lithuania and also in the cities of Vilnius, Klaipėda and Visaginas. 

Distribution of persons belonging to national minorities (in percentage)
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Legal Situation of National Minorities in the Republic of Lithuania

The rights of Lithuania’s national minorities are enshrined in the Preamble and Chapters II, III, IV, XIII of the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania, the Law on National Minorities, the

Law on the Official Language of the Republic of Lithuania, the Law on Education, the Law on Citizenship, the Law on Non-Governmental Organisations, the Law on Public Information, the Law on Religious Communities, the Law on Political Parties and Political Organisations. The Republic of Lithuania has signed or ratified various international covenants and conventions: the UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, UN International Covenant on Social, Economic and Cultural Rights, the Council of Europe Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. The latter Convention was ratified by Seimas in 1995. On February 1 of the same year the Republic of Lithuania signed the Framework Convention on the Protection of National Minorities. It was scheduled for ratification in 1999. On 23 December 1997, Seimas adopted the Law on Petitions under Articles 25 and 46 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. By this law the Republic of Lithuania recognised the competence of the European Commission on Human Rights to accept petitions from individuals, non-governmental organisations and groups of persons claiming that their rights under the Convention have been violated; Lithuania also recognised the jurisdiction of the Court of Human Rights in all cases related to the interpretation and application of the Convention.

Lithuania has signed and ratified bilateral political agreements on friendly and good neighbourly relations with Russia, Byelorus, Ukraine and Poland. New and effective forms of co-operation have been established by the following joint institutions of two states: the Parliamentary Assembly of Lithuania and Poland, the Council of Co-operation of the Governments of Lithuania and Poland, the Committee of National Minorities of the Council, and the Advisory Committee of the Presidents of Lithuania and Poland.

In 1997, the National Committee on Nationalities and Migration of Ukraine and the Department of National Minorities and Lithuanians Living Abroad under the subordination of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania signed an agreement on co-operation in the affairs of national relations. In 1999, a similar agreement was signed with the National Committee on Religions and Nationalities of the Republic of Byelorus.

Education

In the academic year of 1998/1999, there were 226 schools of general education in which the language of instruction was other than Lithuanian. These schools were attended by 67571 students, which accounted for 12.1 per cent of the total number of schoolchildren in the country. Russian schools had 46325 pupils (or 8.2 per cent), Polish schools 21038 pupils (or 3.76 per cent), Byelorussian schools 183 pupils (0.032 per cent).

In 1998/1999, Russian as the language of instruction was used in 74 schools, Polish - in 71 schools, Byelorussian - in 1 school. In addition, there were mixed schools: Lithuanian and Russian - 24 schools, Lithuanian and Polish - 11 schools, Russian and Polish - 30 schools, Russian and Byelorussian - 1 school, Lithuanian, Russian and Polish - 13 schools. Byelorussian classes were opened in 1992, the first school - in 1994.

At present, there is a private Russian school in Vilnius. 1996 saw the opening of the first Jewish religious school, Menachem Home.

Schools according to the language of instruction

	1989–1990 academic year
	1999–2000 academic year

	Total
	2032
	2261

	Lithuanian
	1795
	2038

	Russian
	98
	69

	Polish
	44
	73

	Byelorussian
	–
	1

	Lithuanian and Russian
	29
	29

	Lithuanian and Polish
	7
	11

	Russian and Polish
	19
	28

	Lithuanian, Russian and Polish 
	17
	10

	Russian and Byelorussian
	–
	1


Number of pupils according to the language of instruction

	1989–1990 academic year
	1999–2000 academic year

	Total
	506125
	574486

	Lithuanian
	401296
	508373

	Russian
	79583
	44058

	Polish
	10623
	21826

	Byelorussian
	–
	189


Sources: Collection of Statistical Data for 1989/ the beginning of 1990. – Vilnius: Ministry of People’s Education of the Lithuanian SSR, 1990; Statistical Data on Schools of General Education for 1998/99 academic year. – Vilnius: Publishing Centre, 1998.

Dynamics of Russian and Polish Schools from 1989 to 2000 
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Mass Media

In 1999, Lithuania had 41 periodic publications in minority languages, 35 of them were 35 newspapers and magazines (link to lith. version) 31 periodic publications were in Russian, 7 in Polish, 4 in German, 1 in Yiddish and 1 in Byelorussian

The most important mass media is radio and television. The 1st Radio Programme includes a daily half-hour information show in Russian. The 2nd Radio Programme has a daily 30-minute show in Polish, a bimonthly 30-minute show in Ukrainian, and a weekly 30-minute show in Byelorussian. There is a private radio station, Znad Wilii, and Radio 7, Russkoje Radio (Russian Radio).

The National Lithuanian Radio broadcasts a daily 10-minute information show in Russian and a weekly show, Teleartel, a Polish show – Rozmovy Vilenskie, a Ukrainian show – Trembita, a weekly 15-minute show in Belorus, Jews have a TV show – Menora. Lithuanian Orthodox believers can listen in Russian to The Christian Word. Lithuania re-broadcasts TV Polonia, a TV programme from the Republic of Poland, and some parts of the Russian TV programmes and TV stations of other countries. At present some private TV companies, such as Vilniaus TV, Channel 11, also have programmes in the minority languages of Lithuania.

Political and non-governmental organisations

Russians established their political party – the Union of Lithuanian Russians – in 1995. In 1996, some part of the Russian population joined the Alliance of Lithuanian Citizens. In the elections of 1996, 45 persons of Russian nationality were included in the candidate lists of national minorities or other parties. Since the restoration of independence, there have always been several Russians elected to Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania or to the Municipal Councils. 

Political parties and organisations of national minorities (1989 – 1997)

	Party/organisation
	Established
	Registered
	Membership
	Chairperson
	Representation in Parliament

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1990
	1992
	1996

	The Polish Union 
	1989 05 05
	1992 08 10
	10 000
	Rišard Maceikianec
	8
	4
	– 

	The Polish Election Action
	1994 08 28
	1994 10 21
	1000
	Jan Sienkiewizc
	–
	–
	–

	The Union of Lithuanian Citizens
	1996 07 29

The Alliance of National Minorities
	1997 02 06
	800
	Mečislovas

Vaskovičius
	–
	–
	–

	The Union of Lithuanian Russians
	1995 10 28
	1995 12 28
	500
	S. Dmitrejevas
	–
	–
	–


Source: Lietuvos politinės partijos ir partinė sistema (Lithuanian Political Parties). VU TSPMI Studijų ltiniai ‘6. - Kaunas: Naujasis lankas, 1997, p. 1059.

Since the beginning of the National Rebirth, Poles have been very active in the political life of the country. Their candidates have always been elected both to Parliament and the Municipal Councils. In 1994, Poles established the first party of national minorities in Lithuania – the Lithuanian Polish Election Action. In the elections of 1996, 45 persons of Polish nationality were included in the candidate lists of the Lithuanian Polish Election Action, the Alliance of Lithuanian Citizens and other political parties and organisations or participated as candidates in single-mandate electoral districts. The Parliament of the present session includes 4 persons of the Polish nationality. Out of 205 deputies elected to the Municipal Councils in South-eastern Lithuania, more than 50 are Poles.

Composition of Seimas by nationality

	Nationality
	1992
	1996

	Lithuanians
	131
	127

	Poles 
	6
	3

	Russians
	3
	2

	Jews
	1
	1


By 1999, non-governmental organisations have been established by the following nationalities residing in Lithuania: Russians, Poles, Belorussians, Ukrainians, Jews, Tartars, Latvians, Gypsies, Germans, Armenians, Azerbadjanians, Georgians, Estonians, Karaites, Greeks, Romanians, Hungarians, French, Bulgarians – 19 different nationalities (link to lith. version). The total number of NGOs of national communities exceeds 200. In 1999, there were 56 Russian and 46 Polish NGOs. The communities of Jews, Germans and Belorussians have 20 NGOs each. Representatives of other nationalities also have several organisations.

http://www.is.lt/tmid/anglo/minorities.htm

