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On 31 March 2000 the population of Latvia stood at 2 million and 375 thousand, according to the preliminary data of the Population Census 2000 conducted by the Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia. Since the previous population census in 1989, the number of population has decreased by 291 thsd or 10.9%. Urban population decreased by 13.5% and rural population - by 5.1%. Population change is shown in the following diagram.



 

	According to the census data, the number of population of Latvia is by 44 thsd lower than the calculated and previously published figure. The experts believe that this can be explained mainly by the emigration that was not captured, especially in the first years after the restoration of independence to Latvia.

Of the cities under state jurisdiction, the sharpest decreases compared with the data of the 1989 Population Census were in Liepāja (22%), followed by Riga (16%) and Jelgava (15%). Of the districts, the sharpest decreases were in the Liepāja and Ludza districts (14% each) and in the district of Krāslava (11%). The decreases were comparatively insignificant in the Saldus district (only by 1.2%) and in the Talsi district (0.4%). Population growth could be observed only in 5 towns and the most rapid increase was in Ķegums and Ikšķile.

According to the data of the 2000 Population Census, the breakdown of the population by sex is as follows – 1093 thsd men and 1282 women. The breakdown of the population by main age groups is given in the table below: 


 

	Population by main age groups in 1989 and in 2000


	 

	 
	Number of population, thsd persons
	Percent of total

	
	1989
	2000
	1989
	2000

	Total population
	2666,6
	2375,3
	100
	100

	Of which aged:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	  0 - 14
	570,9
	424,2
	21,4
	17,9

	  15 - 59
	1632,6
	1448,3
	61,2
	61,0

	  60 +
	463,1
	502,3
	17,4
	21,1

	  Not specified
	-
	0,5
	-
	0,0


 

	In the period between the two last censuses, the total population of the country decreased, as mentioned above, by 291 thsd or 10.9%; in the age group 0-14 years the decrease was 146 thsd or 26% but in the age group 15-59 years the decrease was 184 thsd or 11%.

At the same time there was an increase of 39 thsd or 9% in the age group 60 years and over.

Compared with the data of the previous census, the cities under state jurisdiction showed sharp decreases in the number of children in the age group 0-14 years: 36% in Liepāja, 34% in Rīga, 32% in Ventspils and 30% in Rēzekne but in the districts the sharpest decreases (20-26%) were in the districts of Rīga, Ventspils, Ludza, Liepāja, Daugavpils, Dobele, Ogre, Bauska, Preiļi, Krāslava and Tukums. 

An increase in the number of population aged 60 years and over can be seen in all cities under state jurisdiction, especially in Daugavpils (20%), Ventspils (17%) and Rēzekne (15%). The same situation can also be observed in the 12 districts (of these, the increases were 29% in the Riga district, 19% in the Ogre district and 11% in the Valmiera and Limbažu districts each).

During the census taking, data on education qualification were also obtained and compiled. This question was posed to persons starting with the age of 7 years.


 

	Education qualification of the population (%)
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	The group “less than 4 grades” also include 115 thsd children at the age of 7-10 years who are attending basic school. If we exclude this group from those who have shown the above-mentioned level of education, only 2.8 % of the population indicate that their education level is lower than 4 grades.

Compared with the data of the 1989 Population Census, there were increases of 2 percentage points in the percentage of persons with higher education and 2.2 percentage points in the percentage of persons with secondary specialised education; the percentage of persons with secondary education has decreased by 0.5 percentage points.

The comparison of the percentage of persons with higher education in the Latvian towns and districts shows that in the large cities this percentage is above the national average but in the districts it is lower. The highest proportion of persons with higher education is in Riga (20.1%), followed by Jūrmala (14.5%) and Jelgava (13.5%) and also in the districts of Riga (12%) and Ogre (10.9%). The lowest proportion of persons with higher education is in the districts of Ventspils (5%), Liepāja and Rēzekne (5.5% in each).

The highest proportion of population with secondary specialised education is in the cities of Liepāja (21.4%), Riga (20.6%) and Jūrmala (20%) and in the districts of Riga (19.1%), Ogre (17,9%) and Kuldīga (17%).

The comparison of the percentages of persons with secondary education shows that in all cities under state jurisdiction it is higher than the national average, except the city of Jelgava and the districts of Alūksne, Cēsis, Gulbene, Valka and Valmiera.

The number of persons who admitted that they were illiterate was relatively higher in the districts of Krāslava (0.8%), Daugavpils (0.7%), Talsi (0.7%), Gulbene (0.6%) and Rēzekne (0.6%).

The percent distribution and changes in the total number of representatives of numerically bigger nationalities to the total population of Latvia in the period between 1989 and 2000 are shown in the diagram.


 

	Changes in the national composition of the population, 1989-2000
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	As a result of the natural movement of the population and migration, the percentage of Latvians to the total population has increased to 57.6% compared with 52% in 1989; the respective increases for Poles were from 2.3% to 2.5% and for Lithuanians from 1.3% to 1.4%. Over the same period the percentage of Russians has decreased from 34% in 1989 to 29.6% in 2000; the other decreases were: Belarussians from 4.5% to 4.1%, Ukrainians from 3.5% to 2.7% and Jews from 0.9% to 0.4%.

The highest percentage of the representatives of the basic nationality among the cities under state jurisdiction is in Ventspils and Jelgava, 51.5% and 50.9%, respectively; the percentage of Latvians is the highest in the districts of Talsi and Kuldīga, 91.9% and 91.2%, respectively.


	
According to the census data, the lowest percentage of ethnic Latvians is in the city of Daugavpils (15.9%) and in the districts of Daugavpils (39.4%) and Krāslava (48.2%). The number of poles is comparatively higher in the city and district of Daugavpils, 15.0% and 11.8%, respectively, compared with 2.5% in the country as a whole.

The highest percentage of Russians live in the cities under state jurisdiction, especially in Daugavpils (55.2%), followed by Rēzekne (50.7%) and Riga (43.8%) and in the districts of Latgale – 38.9% in the district of Rēzekne, 37.9% in the district of Daugavpils, 36.1% in the district of Ludza and 27% in the district of Preiļi. A comparataively low percentage of Russians live in the districts of Kurzeme – 3.3% in the district of Kuldīga, 3.5% in the district of Liepāja, 3.6% in the district of Talsi and 4.9% in the district of Ventspils.


 

	The analysis of the indicated native language shows that 62% of the population have indicated Latvian as their native language. This figure is even higher than the percentage of Latvians to the total population (57.6%). The Russian language holds the second higher percentage among the native languages – 36.1%. This percentage is also higher than the percentage of Russians to the total number of the population (29.6%).

The 2000 Population Census data show that the population of Latvia speaks other languages in addition to the native language and the Russian language: 335 thsd or 15% of the total population aged 7 years and more speak English, 176 thsd or 7.9% speak German and 9 thsd or 0.4% - French.

The program of the Population Census also included data on the sources of livelihood of the population.


 

	Grouping of the population by the main source of livelihood


	 

	 
	2000
	1989

	
	Number, thsd persons
	Proportion, %
	Number, thsd persons
	Proportion, %

	Number of population, total
	2375,3
	 
	2666,6
	 

	  Of which indicated the source of livelihood
	2137,3
	100,0
	2666,6
	100,0

	   of which:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	economic activities
	701,7
	32,8
	1470,3
	55,1

	pension
	540,1
	25,3
	468,7
	17,6

	benefits and other financial support
	118,7
	5,6
	65,8
	2,5

	income from property and deposits
	3,0
	0,1
	...
	...

	borrowings, reduction of savings,
	3,5
	0,2
	...
	...

	dependence on other persons or institutions
	666,7
	31,2
	658,4
	24,7

	other sources of livelihood
	103,6
	4,8
	3,4
	0,1


 

	The program of the 2000 Population Census comprised 9 questions about dwellings.
Among these, there are data about the types of dwellings. 


 

	Grouping of population by the type of dwelling in 1989 and 2000
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	Information was also obtained about the form of ownership of the dwelling. According to the census data, 60.2% of dwellings are owned by the members of the respective household, 29.1% are owned by the local government or an organisation, 8.4% belong to other private owners and 1.9% - to the co-operative society of apartment owners.Compared with the data of the 1989 Population Census, there is a substantial increase in the proportion of privately owned dwellings against a corresponding decrease in the proportion of the housing stock owned by local governments, organisations and enterprises. In parallel with the privatisation of dwellings, the share of dwellings owned by co-operative societies of apartment owners has also decreased from 4.1% to 1.9%.

In respect of amenities, according to the 2000 Population Census, 98.9% of the population had a kitchen, 98.7% had electricity in their dwellings, 87.9% used a gas cooking stove, 83.1% had piped water, 76.9% were connected to the sewerage system, 76.2% had a flush toilet, 67.8% had a bath or a shower, 56% - hot water and 7.6% had a bathhouse.

According to the 1989 Population Census, dwelling electrification was 99.8% but in the year of 2000 it was, as indicated before, 98.9%.

Gas cooking stove was least available to the inhabitants of the districts of Madona (74.6%), Kuldīga (76.2%) and Valka (78.6%). It is worth mentioning that during the 1989 Population Census 91% of the respondents indicated the possibility to use a gas-cooking stove.

In 2000 the percentage of dwellings the inhabitants of which had piped water has slightly increased. Currently there are 83.1% of such dwellings compared to 79% in the year of the previous census. In Riga the share of this utility component was the highest – 98.9%. The percentages of population living in dwellings supplied with piped water are 97% in Liepāja, 94.9% in Jelgava, 92% in the district of Riga, 85.4% in the district of Ogre and 80.4% in the district of Dobele. The population of the Daugavpils district has the slimmest chance to use piped water (50.1%), followed by the districts of Rēzekne (50.7%) and Ludza (51.1%).

Compared with 1989, the percentage of population whose dwellings are provided with a bath or a shower has increased in 2000. 85.6% of the inhabitants of Riga can use a bath or a fixed shower; in this respect they are followed by 81.7% of the inhabitants of Jelgava, 79.1% of the inhabitants of Ventspils, 76.2% of the inhabitants of the Riga district and 72.7% of the inhabitants of the Ogre district.

The preliminary data of the 2000 Population Census as well as the wide and many-sided detailed information about the population and dwellings will promote the solution of many relevant issues; this information will also be helpful to a broad range of data users both in Latvia and abroad.


 

	Population by number and sex in the cities and districts
(the preliminary data of the Population Census 2000)


	 

	Administrative territory
	Total
	Of which
	Proportion, %

	
	
	males
	females
	males
	females

	Latvija
	2375339
	1093384
	1281955
	46,0
	54,0

	Cities:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Rīga
	764328
	341214
	423114
	44,6
	55,4

	Daugavpils
	114829
	51860
	62969
	45,2
	54,8

	Jelgava
	63269
	29251
	34018
	46,2
	53,8

	Jūrmala
	55671
	24857
	30814
	44,6
	55,4

	Liepāja
	89439
	40562
	48877
	45,4
	54,6

	Rēzekne
	39462
	17967
	21495
	45,5
	54,5

	Ventspils
	43891
	20136
	23755
	45,9
	54,1

	Districts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Aizkraukles
	41881
	19635
	22246
	46,9
	53,1

	Alūksnes
	26418
	12511
	13907
	47,4
	52,6

	Balvu
	30651
	14418
	16233
	47.0
	53.0

	Bauskas
	53178
	25233
	27945
	47,5
	52,5

	Cēsu
	60614
	28572
	32042
	47,1
	52,9

	Daugavpils
	42743
	20418
	22325
	47,8
	52,2

	Dobeles
	40275
	18809
	21466
	46,7
	53,3

	Gulbenes
	28226
	13186
	15040
	46,7
	53,3

	Jelgavas
	37110
	17640
	19470
	47,5
	52,5

	Jēkabpils
	56462
	26378
	30084
	46,7
	53,3

	Krāslavas
	36825
	17336
	19489
	47,1
	52,9

	Kuldīgas
	38198
	18045
	20153
	47,2
	52,8

	Liepājas
	46851
	22283
	24568
	47,6
	52,4

	Limbažu
	40160
	18990
	21170
	47,3
	52,7

	Ludzas
	35112
	16458
	18654
	46,9
	53,1

	Madonas
	46412
	21884
	24528
	47,2
	52,8

	Ogres
	62908
	29274
	33634
	46,5
	53,5

	Preiļu
	41722
	19591
	22131
	47,0
	53,0

	Rēzeknes
	42930
	20693
	22237
	48,2
	51,8

	Rīgas
	143764
	67151
	76613
	46,7
	53,3

	Saldus
	39000
	18618
	20382
	47,7
	52,3

	Talsu
	49842
	23590
	26252
	47,3
	52,7

	Tukuma
	53889
	25473
	28416
	47,3
	52,7

	Valkas
	34324
	16193
	18131
	47,2
	52,8

	Valmieras
	60345
	27950
	32395
	46,3
	53,7

	Ventspils
	14610
	7208
	7402
	49,3
	50,7
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