On the basis of Amendment XL, point 2. on the Constitution of Republika Srpska (“Official Gazette” of Republika Srpska, 28/94) I pass

DECREE

ON PRONOUNCING LAW ON RATIFACATION OF AGREEMENT ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SPECIAL PARALLEL REALTIONS BETWEEN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA AND REPUBLIKA SRPSKA
I declaring the Law on Ratification of Agreement on the Establishment of Special Relations between the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Republika Srpska, which is adopted by the National Assembly of Republika Srpska on its session held through 6th – 7th June 2001.
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LAW

ON RATIFICATION OF AGREEMENT ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SPECIAL PARALLEL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA AND REPUBLIKA SRPSKA
Article 1.

Agreement on the Establishment of Special Parallel Relations between the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Republika Srpska signed on 5th of March 2001. in Banja Luka, is ratifying in original in official languages of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Republika Srpska.

Article 2.

Text of Agreement in original in Serbian language is read as it follows:

AGREEMENT

On the Establishment of Special Parallel Relations Between the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Republika Srpska
The Federal Republic Yugoslavia and Republika Srpska (hereinafter the Parties) shall establish special parallel relations on the basis of:

· conviction that consistent, comprehensive and accelerated implementation of the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina and its Annexes (hereinafter the Peace Agreements) is the basis for creating conditions for permanent coexistence of citizens in Republika Srpska

· conviction that the establishment of a durable peace and stability in this part of Europe is in the mutual interest,

· respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

· respect for the powers and responsibilities of the Parties to the Peace Agreement, and

· conviction that thereby they would contribute to the social, democratic and economic development of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Republika Srpska and this part of Europe.

OBJECTIVES

Article 1.

By establishing special parallel relations the Parties to the Agreement wish to secure:

· the development of institutional and all other forms of cooperation within the framework of general political and economic conditions, with respect to special interests, and

· the development of transparent cooperation between executive, legislative and other institutions to the levels that are in conformity with the Peace Agreement.

Article 2.

The Parties to the Agreement shall particularly foster operation in the following spheres:

· economy and use of natural resources,

· planning,

· legislature

· privatisation and denationalisation,

· science and technology,

· education, culture and sport,

· health-care and social policy,

· tourism and environmental protection,

· information,

· the protection of freedoms and rights of the citizens in line with the highest standards, and in particular the sandardisation and recognition of the right to dual citizenship to the citizens of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Republika Srpska,

· curbing all forms of crime, and

· defense (education, equipment, joint production etc.) to a degree that is in conformity with the Peace Agreement.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT

Article 3.

For the purpose of implementation of the Agreement, the Parties shall establish a Council for Cooperation between the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Republika Srpska (hereinafter the Council).

The Council shall comprise the President of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the President of Republika Srpska and the Vice-President of Republika Srpska.

Article 4.

The work of the Council shall be governed by the Rules and Regulations on the work of the Council.

As a rule, the Council shall meet once in three months, alternately in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Republika Srpska.

Article 5.

The Council shall appoint a six-member Permanent Committee.

Members of the Permanent Committee are the following:

· the Prime Minister of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,

· the Deputy Prime Minister of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,

· a minister in charge of the relevant ministry in the Federal Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (changeable member),

· the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska,

· the Deputy Prime Minister of Republika Srpska, and

· a minister in charge of the relevant ministry in the Government of Republika Srpska (changeable member).

Article 6.

The Council and the Permanent Committee shall make consensual proposals and recommendations for competent organs and institutions of the Parties to the Agreement.

Article 7.

The Council shall appoint two Secretaries of the Council, one from the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the other from Republika Srpska.

The scope of activities of the Secretary of the Council includes the following:

· coordination of preparations for the Council’s sessions,

· the monitoring of implementation of recommendations and proposals,

· normative activity,

· other similar activities.

Article 8.

For the purpose of establishing cooperation in the field of legislature, regular contacts shall be maintained between the Federal Assembly of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the People’s Assembly of Republika Srpska on the level of presidents and assembly working groups.

Article 9.

OHR will be consulted regarding preparation of Annexes of this Agreement and will supervising its implementation.

Article 10.

Annexes to be endorsed by the Parties to the Agreement for the purpose of implementation of the Agreement shall be deemed its integral parts.

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 11.

The Agreement shall enter into force on the date of the second note by which the Parties to the Agreement shall inform each other that conditions for its entry into force, specified by their respective internal legislatures, have been met.

The Agreement is made on 5th of March 2001, in Banja Luka, in two original copies, in official languages of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Republika Srpska.
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Article 3.

This Law shall enter into force on the eight day of its publishing in the “Official Gazette” of Republika Srpska.
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