	Germans in Eastern Europe

Before World War II millions of Germans lived in Eastern Europe. Germany itself reached further in the east than now. We present here place names for those German communities. This is not a call for a restoration of German presence there, neither for a revisionist vision of History. To the contrary, it is quite clear that the brutal domination and oppression of Eastern European peoples by Nazi Germany was, at the end, the responsible for the disintegration and disseparation of the German communities present in those lands. Some of the old communities are history: there may be ethnic Germans living in the Volga region of Russia, for instance, but communities were dismantled. In these cases, our place name lists have historic value. However, other German communities are alive and thriving, as the Germans of Poland, for instance.

 
	
	


	Germans in Poland

After World War II, the German-Polish border was redrawn. As a result, 3,5 Germans were millions expelled from Poland. But many remained in Poland. Now, their number is calculated from 400.000 to 800.000 people. There are ethnic German representatives in the Polish parliament. Our tables list places or areas where cultural, linguistic or religious activities have been carried actually in German in Poland since 1989. 

Check the notes on spellings below. 
	
	


	Polish 
	German 

	Bydgogoszcz 
	Bromberg 

	Bytom 
	Beuthen 

	Cieszyn 
	Teschen 

	Czestochowa 
	Tschenstochau 

	Gdánsk 
	Danzig 

	Gliwice 
	Gleiwitz 

	Góra Swietej Anny 
	Annaberg 

	Gorzów 
	Landsberg 

	Gryfino 
	Greifenhagen 

	Jemielnica 
	Himmelwitz 

	Katowice 
	Kattowitz 

	Klodzko 
	Glatz 

	Legnica 
	Liegnitz 

	Olsztyn 
	Allenstein 

	Opole 
	Oppeln 

	Pila 
	Schneidemühl 

	Pomorze [Pomerania] 
	Pommern 

	Racibórz 
	Ratibor 

	Szczecin 
	Stettin 

	Slask [Silesia] 
	Schlesien 

	Swidnica 
	Schweidnitz 

	Torun 
	Thorn 

	Walbrzych 
	Waldenburg 

	Wodzislaw 
	Loslau 

	Wroclaw 
	Breslau 

	Zdzieszowice 
	Deschowitz 


